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June 13, 2010 
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Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Catholic Church 
2216 Eoff Street, Wheeling, WV  26003        

Rectory:  304-233-1688  •  Fax:  304-233-4714 
E-Mail:  ololwv@comcast.net • Web Site:  www.ololwv.com  

Fr. Bakhos Chidiac Pastor 
Evelyn Ghaphery (Organist) 

Charlotte Khourey & Thomasina Geimer (Secretaries) 
 
  

4th Sunday of Pentecost 
 

 
 
 

Schedule of Divine Liturgies 
*Weekend Masses:  Saturday evening at 4:00 p.m.  

Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m.  [Rosary starts at 10:00 a.m.] 
*Weekday Masses: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday at 9:00 a.m. 
*Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament:  1st Saturday of the month at 3:30 p.m. & 1st Sunday after 10:30 a.m. Mass 
*Confession:    Saturday:  3:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. or any other time by appointment 
*Baptism:  Please phone the Pastor as soon as a baby is born; at least one Godparents must be Catholic 
*Weddings:              Please make arrangements at least six months in advance before any other plans are made 
*Sick Calls & Anointing of the Sick:  Please notify the pastor at 304-233-1688 
*Parish Council:     Lou Khourey 304-277-3230, Linda Duffy 304-242-6853, Tom George 304-336-7142,  

P.J. Lenz 304-242-5606, Carol Dougherty 740-782-0146, Rita Strawn 304-547-1692,  
Mike Linton 304-242-6969 

*Choir Members: Rita Strawn, Shirley George, Allison Duffy, George Thomas, Ted Olinski, Earl Duffy, 
    Lou Khourey, Robert Vawter, Jody & Abbie Seabright, Tracey Dierkes 
*Altar Boys:  Louie Khourey & Dalton Haas 
*Cedar Club:    Linda Duffy, President 304-242-6853 
*Women’s Society:   Sandra Dusick, President 304-232-7395 

       
*Bulletin Announcements:  Submit all Bulletin Information by Tuesday Noon every week. 
*New Parishioners:  We welcome you with great joy and invite you to be officially listed as one of our parishioners 
*Cedar Hall Rental Fees:  Call the Church Office 304-233-1688 
*Parking:  Saturday & Sunday, parishioners may park in both lots; Monday-Friday, park ONLY in the 3 ALLEY spaces            
*Remember the Church in your Last Will & Testament – Her prayers will accompany you to heaven 
*Please support Our Lady of Lebanon Church by patronizing our Benefactors and Advertisers 
*If you support the Church and need a Bulletin mailed to you, please call the church office 

 

mailto:ololwv@comcast.net
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 Gospel Reflection 
Readings:  1Cor 2:11-16 and Lk 10:21-24 

 “At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants.”  (Luke 10:21-24) 
 Folk wisdom tells us that there are certain people who are very smart but don’t have a lick of common 
sense.  Put another way, we all know intelligent people who have done stupid things; we have all been such 
people.  Folk wisdom has likewise taught us to say, “Out of the mouths of babes…” when a child clearly sees 
truth while the “adults” get lost in trivial details. 
 Robert Fulghum parlayed today’s Scripture quote into a literary bestseller with the title, All I Really 
Needed To Know, I Learned in Kindergarten.  Perhaps it would be helpful to list a few of the things that God 
has revealed to infants: 

1- It is all right to cry out for help.  Too soon in life, asking for help is seen as a sign of weakness. 
2- We do not need to know what hurts; we just need to let others know that we hurt.  Those who love us 

will either remove the hurt or share its pain with us.  
3- Sometimes a hug makes everything better. 
4- Sleep cures most problems.  In that regard, the art of nap-taking needs to be rediscovered.  This lesson 

alone has the power to change the world.  Just imagine how much good would be done if one meeting 
every day was replaced with a nap. 

 

Mass Intentions 
This WEEKEND, June 12-13: 4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Saturday, June 12 at 4:00 p.m.:   
 Joseph & Rosaline Saseen by Dr. Joe & Susie Saseen 
 Thomas & Stella Ryncarz by Richard & Mary Ryncarz 
Sunday, June 13 at 10:30 a.m.: 

Mimi Rohanna (on her Anniversary) by her daughter Mary & Family 
Louis John by Catherine Gaudio 

 
Weekday Masses  
Monday, June 14:  No Mass.  Pastor’s Day Off 
Tuesday, June 15:   No Mass.  Pastor’s Day Off 
Wednesday, June 16 at 9:00 a.m.: 

Lou Elias by his Family 
Good health & speedy recovery of Aaron Koury (MN) by his grandma Louise 

Thursday, June 17 at 9:00 a.m.: 
Edith June Fahey by Kevin & Sheila McCormick 
Sam Elias by Dottie Schell (FL) 

Friday, June 18 at 9:00 a.m.: 
Edith June Fahey by Lois Rizzo 
Sam Elias by Patty Mitchum (FL) 

 
Next WEEKEND, June 19-20:  Father’s Day Masses 

Father’s Day:  What Is A Father? 
A father is a person who is forced to endure childbirth without an anesthetic.  He growls when he feels 

good and laughs very loud when he is scared half-to-death. 
A father never feels entirely worthy of the worship in a child's eyes.  He is never quite the hero his 

daughter thinks; never quite the man his son believes him to be.  And this worries him sometimes.  (So he 
works too hard to try to smooth the rough places in the road of those of his own who will follow him.) 
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A father is a person who goes to war sometimes … and would run the other way except that war is part 
of an important job in his life (which is making the world better for his child than it has been for him). 

Fathers grow older faster than other people, because they, in other wars, have to stand at the train station 
and wave goodbye to the uniform that climbs on board. 

And, while mothers cry where it shows, fathers stand and beam … outside … and die inside.  Fathers are 
men who give daughters away to other men who aren't nearly good enough, so that they can have children that 
are smarter than anybody's. 

Fathers fight dragons almost daily.  They hurry away from the breakfast table off to the arena, which is 
sometimes called an office or a workshop.  There they tackle the dragon with three heads:  Weariness, Works 
and Monotony; and they never quite win the fight, but they never give up Knights in shining armor; fathers in 
shiny trousers.  There's little difference as they march away each workday. 
From Saturday, June 19th, to Friday, June 25th all Masses will be offered for the following: 
Special Memorials this week: 
On Sunday, June 20th:  Mariam Joseph (on her Anniversary) by her children & grandchildren 
On Thursday & Friday, June 24th & 25th:  
 --Helen Fielding (on her 5th Anniversary) by her husband Don (FL) 
 --Arthur Long (on his Anniversary) by his wife Sylvia Long 
Special Memorials on Father’s Day: 

We remember in our prayers this week all those who shed their blood to defend the freedom of our 
beloved country especially the members of our church whose names are written in our hearts and on the 
memorial stone at the entrance of the church.   

 

5 Masses for the Repose of the Souls of Our Deceased Fathers & Grandfathers 
George Toweel & Anthony George by Fr. Gary 
Deceased Fathers & Grandfathers of the Chidiac Family by Fr. Bakhos 
Habib Khourey, Nassif Nader & Louis H. Khourey, Sr., by Lou & Charlotte & Emmalena & Louie  
Charles “Pud” Howard, Bruce Cody Riggs & Franklin Howard by Lou, Charlotte, Emmalena & Louie  
Joseph Saseen & Elmer Blust by Joe & Susie Saseen 
Joseph J. John, John W. Keegan, John J. John, Louis J. John by the Louis John Family 
Tim & Gus Shia by the Family 
John F. Kukula by daughter Cathy Gerhart & Son John M. Kukula 
Steve Schlog & Shakery Saseen by Bob & Fran Saseen 
Constantine Shia & Thomas Shia & Donald Vince by their children 
Frank Gray & Abraham George by Jim & Shirley George 
Walter Elwartoski by his son Richard 
John Jacobs (grandfather) & John Dusick (father) by Sandra Dusick 
Our fathers & grandfathers by Bill & Carol Dougherty 
Joseph P. Duffy & George T. Fadoul by Earl, Linda & Allison Duffy 
Anthony Condelli & Joseph Long by Sylvia Long 
Abdo Habita Ferris by Thomas A. Ferris 
Robert L. Rose by Dave & Debbie Sengewalt & Family 
George Elias by Joe Elias 
August (Augie) Montalbano by Nikki & Joe Popovich 
George Popovich by Joe & Nikki Popovich 
Pete Hankish by Rose Hankish Carpenter 
Paul Hankish by Rose Hankish Carpenter 
Herbert Hunrath by his daughter Dixie Hunrath 
Louis Zauhar by his daughter Patricia Smith 
Joseph Duffy & George Fadoul by Earl, Linda & Allison Duffy 
Sam Elias by Fr. Bakhos and all parishioners of our Lady of Lebanon church 
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5 Masses for Good Health & a Long, Happy Life of Our Living Fathers & Grandfathers 
Dolour George by Fr. Gary 
Louis H. Khourey, Jr., by his children Emmalena & Louie & wife Charlotte 
Joseph J. John, II, Louis J. John, II, Al Zambito, Edward Beabout & Joe Harrell by the Louis John Family 
Adel Frenn, Elias Frenn & Jim Thomas by Diane, Andreah & Justin Frenn 
Bob Saseen by his wife & sons 
Jim George Sr. & Jim George Jr. & Donnie Musilli Jr. by Shirley George 
Joe Linton by his children Steve and Mike Linton 
Thomas A. Ferris by his daughter Denise Ferris 
Don Fielding (FL) by his friend 
Joe Popovich by Nikki Popovich 
P.J. Lenz by Joe & Nikki Popovich 
 

Our Lady of Lebanon Calendar of Parish Events 
Date Event 

Mon.-Sat., June 14-19 Pilgrimage with Fr. Gary to St. Anne’s in Canada  
Sat. to Fri., June 19 to 25  Week of Father’s Day Masses 
Sunday, June 20 Father’s Day 
Monday, July 5 to 11 Nam Convention & Clergy Conference in Birmingham, Alabama  
Monday, July 19 to 24 MYO Workshop in Latrobe, Pennsylvania –see information at www.maroniteyouth.com 
Sunday, July 26 Women’s Society 50/50 Monthly Raffle – following Mass 
Sunday, August 1 Mahrajan Raffle – Early Bird Drawing – from all entries received by Saturday, July 31 
Sunday, August 15 Feast of the Assumption & Mahrajan – at Oglebay Park 
 

Heat System Fundraising to Replace Old Church Furnace 
 H.E. Newman Company will begin the installation of the new boiler on June 21st.  We are short $8,000 
to finish this project that costs $22,000.  We need your help and donations to finish this job.  A plaque will be 
installed in the church to commemorate all the donors toward this project.  Special appreciation goes to those 
making donations since April 11th:  Schenk Charitable Trust ($10,000), Debbie & Freddie Shia ($100), Jean & 
George Weisner($200), The Cedar Club ($230), Bob Kupchak ($100), Rose Vargo ($100), George & Patty 
Fahey In Memory of Edith June Fahey ($110), Nettie Seidler ($500), Dr. Joe & Susie Saseen & Dr. Robert & 
Rosemary (Saseen) Wanker In Memory of Our Mother & Father Joseph & Rosaline Saseen($1,000), more 
Anonymous donors ($150), George Lewis ($115), Peggy Justice ($55), Phillip & Thomasina Geimer ($100), 
Jerry & Marge Saseen ($200), Richard & Mary Ryncarz ($100),  

Flowers for the Sacred Heart of Jesus in June (Sundays in June through the 27th) 
 If you would like to donate flowers one Sunday in June for St. Joseph or the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
please call the church office at 304-233-1688. 
Sunday, June 13 Sylvia Long in Memory of her husband Arthur and her son Mark 
Sunday, June 20 Don Fielding (FL) in Memory of his beloved wife Helen on her 5th Anniversary 
Sunday, June 27 ?????????????????? 

Women’s Society Bi-Monthly 50/50 Raffle (Sunday, July 25, after Mass) 
 Our next 50/50 Raffle drawing will take place in the Cedar Hall after Mass on Sunday, July 25th from ticket 

entries received during June and July.  Complete and return Ticket stubs from those placed at the church entrance or 
printed in the Weekly Church Bulletins.  Congratulations to Peggy Justice who won the April/May prize of $55 and 
graciously donated it to the New Heat System.  May the Blessed Mother grant her a long and healthy life. 
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Mahrajan (Sunday, August 15, at Oglebay Park) 
Souvenir Ad Book: 

Remember to send in your payment and Green “Mahrajan Souvenir Book Form” as soon as possible so 
that your Memorial or Business Ad will be included in this year booklet.  Mahrajan Donations in any amount 
will be appreciated and will contribute to the success of our Mahrajan.  Your may request that your donation be 
used to sponsor the singer for $1,000; the Dance Troup for $500; be a Booth Sponsor for $250 or other 
Donations will be recognized at the levels listed below.  Thanks to the following individuals who have made 
donations toward our event:   
--Diamond Level ($100-249):   John & Dee Shiben, Dr. Rajai & Nahla Khoury, Dr. Adel & Dianne   
 Frenn, Dr. MaryAnn Cater & Dr. Rob Vawter, 
--Gold Level ($50 to $99):  Esther Khoury 
--Silver Level (up to $49):  Bob & Fran Saseen,  
Raffle Tickets: 

This year, during the Mahrajan at Oglebay Park, in addition to having a chance to win the $100 Early 
Bird Prize on Sunday, August 1, from all entries received by Saturday, July 31, your Raffle Tickets will also 
give you the chance to win one of the following prizes:  

Grand Prize:  $1,000 Cash; 2nd Prize:  32” Plasma TV (donated by Drs. Rajai & Nahla Khoury, Dr. & 
Mrs. Adel Frenn and Drs. MaryAnn Cater & Rob Vawter); 3rd Prize:  $100 Gift Certificate redeemable at 
Nicky’s Garden Center; 4th Prize: Olympus 12 mega pixels Digital Camera (donated anonymously);  
5th Prize: beautiful hand-appliquéd, floral-patterned Quilt (donated anonymously).   
Table Reservations: 
Under Tents: Kay Garvey, Michael David, George Lewis, Tom Carroll, Don Ruch Jr., Dr. Adel Frenn,  

Sandra Dusick, Chamse Rahi, Dr. Rajai Khoury,  
Open-Air:  Kathleen Ackerman (2), Peggy Palmer (2), Fred Shia, Emily Vince, Jim George, Rita George,  
Attention last year’s Booth Chairpersons (listed below):   

Please contact Mahrajan Chairman Lou Khourey to confirm your willingness to continue in the same 
capacity for our 2010 Mahrajan via e-mail at lhk@gkt.com with your contact information (phone, address, etc.) 
to expedite communications.  If you cannot e-mail, please phone him at home in the evenings at 304-277-3230. 
Booth Chairperson(s) Booth Chairperson(s) 
Grape Leaves Carol Dougherty Ticket Trailer Charlotte Khourey 
Shwarma & Falafel  Adel & Diane Frenn with 

Pitaland Employees and 
Don & Roberta Henning 

Raffles/Culture Culture:  Bassam Deeb 
Raffle Sales:  
Gary Dietz & Kim Gibbons 

Children’s Food Peggy Justice & 
Ann Lee Bauduin 

Pop & Water Mike Linton 

Children’s Activities Christine Faulkner Beer Barry Carter 
Food Lines P.J. Lenz & Al Depto Instant Bingo Millet Fadoul 
Inside Site 1 Kitchen Linda Duffy Hi-Lo Mickey Duffy 
Pastry & Coffee Kathleen George Cashiers Randy Weisner 
Grill & Shish Kebab Tom John Table Reservations Janet Shutler 
Souvenirs Nikki Popovich Booth Break-Down (on Sunday Evening) ??? 

Please Pray for Those on Our Prayer List 
Please Remember Those Hospitalized Recently in Your Prayers: 

Peggy Shalvey, Virginia Porchiran, Mary Law Thomas, Regina Hancher, Philip Ruggiero, Ann Lee Bauduin, 
Zachary McKim, Pearl Shutler (mother of Janet), Louis Coury (brother of Lucille Gibbons), 
 Also Please Pray for Those Who Asked Us to Pray for Them: 
Miah Downs, Thomasina Geimer, Tim Wrixon, Don Stoflinsky, Sylvia Long, Dorothy Kupchak, Patty Billick, 
Donald Gibbons (son of Lucille), Eileen Foster and her mom Barb Sobota, Andy Kaminski, Frank Lish, 
Josephine Joseph, Theresa Snedeker, Dolores Palotay, Bob Dougherty (brother of Bill), Rosella Saseen, Gary 
West, Laura Wellman, Virginia Khourey Bryan (aunt of Lou Khourey in Toledo, OH), Manell Brice (Arlington, 
VA), Rose Mary Bris-Roybal (Albuquerque, NM), Pat & John Vawter (mother & brother of Dr. Rob Vawter) 
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 Happy Birthday 
June 12:  Marcia Laughlin 
June 14:  P.J. Lenz 
June 15:  Becky Joseph Ferrera 
June 20:  Nick Ghaphery, Jr. 
June 22:  Michael Carl 
June 23:  Laura Wellman, Mary Beth Weisner, Dave Laughlin 
June 27:  Fred Shia, Lindsay Lenz, Peggy Justice, Seth George 
June 29:  Phyllis Lewandowski 
 

What’s New? 
Cedar Club Thanks 

We Thank You for all the donations to this past weekend’s Rummage Sale.  The many things of interest 
were treasures for our buyers.  The baked goods were delicious along with our own concession stand food.  

We thank our many workers who helped during the week and on Saturday for giving of themselves.  
The profit of $1,633 will benefit the church.  Thank you.    --Linda Duffy & Luane Frazier 

 

Congratulations to Louie Khourey  
Louie was recently selected as one of only ten members of the Junior Class to be a Prefect during the 

upcoming 2010-2011 school year at The Linsly School.  He will join with the Seniors Prefects to mentor new 
students as necessary throughout the year and to guide them through their transition at the school.  Prefects are 
chosen because of their personality, participation in extracurricular activities, their high academic standing and 
their ability to work well with others.  They will also work closely with the administration in a governing 
capacity.  We are very proud of you Louie.  

 

Your Church Support Last Week 
$1,276 Collection 

52 Candles 
25 Utilities 

760 Parking 
400 Hall Rental 

1,633 Rummage Sale 
800 Mahrajan (Ad Book) 
385 Mahrajan (Tables) 
220 Donation to Church 
200 Fundraising (New Church High-Efficiency Heat System) 
312 Reimbursement 
79 Donation to Poor Families 

$6,142 Total Deposits.  May God reward you many fold 
 

Around Us 
Who:   Ohio Valley Peace Sponsors Speaker Art Gish 
When: at Noon, Tuesday, June 22, at Ohio County Public Library; at 7:00 p.m. at St. Matthews Episcopal 

Church, Chapline Street Wheeling 
Info: Call John Rockwell, 740-926-1701; or jonda99@gmail.com 
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Maronites!  Who Are They? 
Maronites = Catholics of the East; Latins = Catholics of the West. We are all Catholics. 

Antioch, Roots of the Maronites (2) 
Ignatius was the earliest proponent for an ecclesiastical hierarchy revolving around the singular 

authority of the bishop.  In his presentation, the bishop’s ministry was fulfilled with the necessary assistance of 
deacons and presbyters – a threefold ministry.  Ignatius argued that what makes Christians a church, what lifts 
them from being a group of believers into being the body of Christ, is the presence and activity of a bishop.  In 
and through the person of the bishop, Ignatius declared, Christ himself was present.  Moreover, the model for 
the relationship between believers and clergy was that divinely instituted by Christ:  the church was to the 
bishop as Jesus Christ was to God the Father, the presbyters stood in the place of the apostles, and the deacons 
stood as images of God’s commandments.  Nothing pertaining to the church was to be done apart from the 
bishop.   

According to Ignatius only those sacramental activities performed by a bishop or committed by him to 
the hands of another official were valid baptism, Eucharist, agape-feast, and solemnizing of marriage.  
Allegiance and obedience to the bishop should be the source of Christian unity, as well as a protection against 
division. 

To the episcopacy, as a divinely instituted office, Ignatius added the charismatic authority of prophetic 
teaching.  Describing his own Episcopal leadership, he refers to incidents of teaching in which he also spoke 
under divine inspiration in ecstatic utterance.  Thus, in Ignatius’s view, the bishop represents in his person both 
the charismatic ministry of Paul and the apostolic authority of Peter, offering the direct revelation of God as 
well as the historical witness of the church.   

Such was the view that would ultimately prevail for the Catholic and Orthodox churches.  But in the 
early second century, as Ignatius traveled overland from Antioch to Rome, a diversity of Christian organizations 
and practices surrounded him.  His was voice for uniformity of worship and belief, of structure and activity, in 
the midst of a bewildering array of different types of Christian communities.  Long after his death, his letters 
would provide a major tool (and indeed a vision) for unifying churches across the empire. 

Ignatius’s letters not only defined the meaning of Episcopal office but also further demarcated the 
dominant themes in what would become a distinctively Antiochene theological tradition.  Clearly, just as 
diversity characterized early Christian communities in their organization, many versions of Christian teaching 
circulated during the second century.  Some were characterized by Gnostic or docetic views – that Christ was a 
divine savior who had appeared to his followers in the likeness of a human being but whose humanity had been 
a mere illusion, as had his death on the cross.  Others expressed views closer to traditional patterns of Judaism - 
that Jesus was a pious man who was divinely inspired, perhaps like the prophets of old.   

Ignatius sought to articulate a Christian faith that defined its truth over and against such understandings.  
He argued that Jesus Christ was truly the Son and Word of God in terms that in no way com-promised the 
monotheistic claims of Christianity.  More than this, he insisted repeatedly on the full integrity of Christ’s 
humanity, claiming that if Christ’s birth, suffering, death, and resurrection were not real, then he himself had no 
reason to suffer martyrdom in witness.  Insistence on the fullness of Christ’s humanity no less than his divine 
Sonship would become the hallmark of Antiochene theology; in Ignatius we find an early and eloquent 
expression of this teaching that laid the foundations for later doctrine.     (To be continued)  

 

Story:  The Bargain 
 

 During one of the many Reformation battles, a young soldier found himself and his army being soundly 
defeated by the enemy.  He and his comrades hastily retreated from the battlefield in defeat, running away in 
fear of their very lives.  The enemy gave chase.  The young man ran hard and fast, full of fear and desperation, 
and soon found himself cut off from his comrades.   

The soldier eventually came upon a rocky ledge containing a cave.  Knowing the enemy was close 
behind, and that he was exhausted from the chase, he chose to hide there.  After he crawled in, he fell to his face 
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in the darkness, desperately crying to God to save him and protect him from his enemies.  He made a bargain 
with God.  He promised that if God saved him, he would serve Him for the remainder of his days. 
 When he looked up from his despairing plea for help, he saw a spider beginning to weave its web at the 
entrance to the cave.  As he watched the delicate threads being slowly drawn across the mouth of the cave, the 
young soldier pondered its irony.  He thought, "I asked God for protection and deliverance, and He sent me a 
spider instead.  How can a spider save me?" 

His heart was hardened, knowing the enemy would soon discover his hiding place and kill him. Soon he 
did hear the sound of his enemies, who were now scouring the area looking for those in hiding. 
 One soldier with a gun slowly walked up to the cave's entrance.  As the young man crouched in the 
darkness, hoping to surprise the enemy in a last-minute desperate attempt to save his own life, he felt his heart 
pounding wildly out of control.  As the enemy cautiously moved forward to enter the cave, he came upon the 
spider's web, which by now was completely strung across the opening.  He backed away and called out to a 
comrade, "There can't be anyone in here.  They would have had to break this spider's web to enter the cave. 
Let's move on." 
 Years later, this young man, who made good his promise by becoming a preacher and evangelist, wrote 
about that ordeal.  What he observed has stood by me in times of trouble, especially during those times when 
everything seemed impossible:  "Where God is, a spider's web is as a stone wall.  Where God is not, a stone 
wall is as a spider's web." 

 

Love 
Joke (3) 

It intrigued the congregation to see their parish priest disappear each week on the eve of Sunday.  
They suspected he was secretly meeting a young woman, so they deputed one of their member to follow him. 
This is what the man saw:  the priest disguised himself in peasant clothes and served a paralyzed Gentile 
woman in her cottage, cleaning out the room and preparing a Sunday meal for her. 

When the spy got back, the congregation asked, “Where did the priest go?  Did he ascend to heaven?” 
“No,” the man replied, “He went even higher.” 

Grace 
A priest was sitting at his desk by the window composing a sermon on Providence when he heard 

something that sounded like an explosion.  Soon he saw people running to and fro in a panic and discovered that 
a dam had burst, the river was in spate and the people were being evacuated. 

The priest saw the water begin to rise in the street below, he had some difficulty suppressing his own 
rising sense of panic but he said to himself, “Here I am preparing a sermon about providence and I am being 
given an occasion to practice what I preach. I shall not flee with the rest.  I shall stay right here and trust in the 
providence of God to save me.” 

By the time the water reached his window a boat full of people came by, “Jump in, Father,” they 
shouted.  “Ah no, my children,” said Father confidently.  “I trust in the providence of God to save me.” 

Father did climb to the roof, however, and when the water got up there another boatload of people went 
by, urging Father to join them.  Again he refused. 

This time he climbed to the top of the belfry.  When the water came up to his knees an officer in a 
motorboat was sent to rescue him.  “No thank you, officer,” said Father, with a calm smile.  “I trust in God, you 
see.  He will never let me down.” 

When Father drowned and went to heaven the first thing he did was to complain to God.  “I trusted you! 
You did do nothing to save me?” 

“Well,” said God, “I did send three boats, you know.” 

Marxist Light Bulbs 
How many Marxists does it take to screw in a light bulb? 
None:  The bulb contains within it the seeds of its own revolution. 
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